


Who is the Ministry Trainee Scheme for?

This scheme is for you if:

• You love Jesus and would like to grow in your faith
• You are ready to learn and want to explore ministry
• You have a servant-heart and would love to help ministries to flourish
• You have a year of time to give and want to embrace opportunities for 

learning and service
• You’re able to be an active member of All Saints Lindfield
• In support of our ethos and mission
• You are at least 18 years old

Training
The focus of this scheme is training for ministry, which is delivered in a
variety of ways, including both formal study and practical service.

Sussex Ministry Training Course
The SMTC meets each Tuesday in Cuckfield, near Haywards Heath and
runs for three eleven-week terms (starting in September). It offers training in 
Bible-handling skills, giving Christian talks, doctrine and practical ministry topics.

All Saints will cover the cost of attending the SMTC (currently £675 per year).

Welcome
Thank you for considering this 
opportunity to take a year out 
to serve God and the ministry
and mission here at All Saints. We 
pray that through this scheme you 
will discover and develop gifts and 
skills, grow your understanding and 
experience of gospel ministry, and 
above all enjoy serving Jesus within
a lively and thriving church setting.

The information provided here should 
give you a good understanding of the 
scheme. If you do have any questions 
please do get in touch using the details 
on the final page. We look forward to 
hearing from you.

Steve Nichols 
Vicar, All Saints Lindfield



Serving

One of the best ways to learn is through ‘doing’. There will be lots of 
opportunities to serve in varied aspects of church life, to experience
and practise ministry skills. This might include:

• Helping in groups for youth and children (e.g. a daytime creche)
• Supporting administrative activities in the church
• Setting up rooms for events (e.g. stacking chairs)
• Technical Support (e.g. running sound and vision for events)

Ministry and Mentoring

Alongside the formal study on the training course, you’ll be able to 
immerse yourself in the life of All Saints and get involved in different
areas of ministry. Whether you would like experience of music ministry, 
youth and children’s work, pastoral care, or work among seniors, we
have experienced leaders among our team who will be able to guide
you and give you opportunities to serve.

If there is a particular area of ministry that you’d like to focus on, then 
we will link you up to be mentored by that ministry leader.  If you are 
exploring whether God might be calling you to church leadership, one
of our three full-time clergy would be delighted to help you in the 
discernment process. 



Part of the Team

Ministry Trainees will join our employed staff team for all our regular meetings. 
You’ll get to experience how a busy church operates behind the scenes. We learn 
from one another as we work together, and teamwork is a good transferable skill. 

Conference
We encourage Ministry Trainees to take time to attend a conference to provide an 
intensive opportunity for growth and development. In recent years, trainees have 
attended the Growing Young Disciples residential conference, though there may 
be other conferences which are more suited to ministry areas that you would like 
to explore further.

All Saints will cover the cost of attending a conference, up to £300 for the year.

Book Grant
We would love to encourage you to be taking time to read books
to develop your thinking about various areas of ministry.

All Saints will cover the cost of books for personal development,
up to £120 for the year.



About Lindfield

All Saints is the parish church in the village of Lindfield, bordering 
Haywards Heath. Lindfield is a large village and retains a real sense
of village life.

Lindfield has a vibrant High Street, with supermarket, butcher, 
greengrocer, variety of cafes, restaurants and pubs. It is well served
with schools and pre-schools: two primary schools, and a secondary and 
independent primary school just beyond the parish boundary. As a church 
we have good links with both the local primary schools, with teams of 
volunteers and staff taking assemblies. There are two other churches in 
Lindfield with whom we have good relationships with some joint events.

Lindfield is a commuter village within close proximity to the excellent
train service to Gatwick, London and the south coast, taking 50 minutes
to London Bridge or Victoria. We’re also just on the edge of the High 
Weald and Ashdown Forrest, a perfect location for walking, riding and 
exploring the countryside.



About All Saints Church

All Saints Lindfield is a growing Anglican, evangelical church in Mid-Sussex. 
We serve our parish, seeking to share the good news of Jesus in the 
community and beyond. With a wide age range and a variety of groups, 
ministries and services, you are guaranteed a breadth of experience in 
training for gospel ministry.

We are a warm, welcoming and supportive church family. Since COVID we 
have experienced a fair amount of change and growth, especially among 
families with young children. We’re excited to pursue new opportunities 
for ministry and would especially love to reach out to 18-25 year olds.

We’re part of the Sussex Gospel Partnership, which in addition to the 
SMTC, provide a good number of training and networking opportunities. 
We have a staff team of twelve, led by our Vicar Steve Nichols.



Practical Information

Accommodation
If you don’t live locally we will help you find rent-free 
accommodation in Lindfield, lodging with members of 
the church family.

Living Costs
As you set aside time for study, All Saints will give a 
training bursary of £2000 per term to help cover your 
living costs.

Expenses
Any reasonable expenses which are accrued while 
volunteering for All Saints will be reimbursed in full.

DBS
Because of the nature of the scheme, both training and 
volunteering, a DBS check will be required of trainees.

Time to Rest
It’s expected that you will commit as far as possible 
to the training schedule set by the SMTC course. 
During that time we’d encourage you to take one full 
day to rest. Taking some extended rest would also be 
encouraged - our employed staff team take six weeks 
(five Sundays) each year for annual leave.

If you’d like to find out more or make an application to join the Ministry Trainee Scheme then please contact

 Rev. Hugh Bourne, Assistant Vicar   hugh.bourne@lindfield.info  01444 482405


